
The Mariner Newsletter

On behalf of the Maury PTA, I 
thank our Community Partners for 
supporting our wonderful, 
neighborhood school, Maury 
Elementary. These individuals and 
businesses strongly support our 
PTA.

Our current 2013-2014 
Community Partners include: 

•         Jen Walker of McEnearney 
Associates

•         Dr. Richard Stone of Stone 
Dentistry 

•         BB&T Bank

•         Christine Garner of 
Weichert Realtors 

•         Salon Bisoux

Our active PTA at Maury, with the 
help of our partners, provides 
organizational support and funding 
for a variety of programs to 

  

   

enhance the learning experiences 
at Maury. These programs can 
make a significant difference in 
the academic achievement for 
many students for whom such 
enrichment opportunities would be 
otherwise unavailable. Examples 
include funds for school-wide 

reading events, special assemblies 
focused on creative arts and 
sciences, classroom grants and 
educational field trips.

Community Partners also have an 
opportunity to showcase their 
business to local patrons in our 
Maury community in addition to 
providing solid ground for a 
wonderful cause. Together we 
promote the success of our school 
by reaching every Maury student!

Please feel free to contact me 
should you know of another 
Community Partner opportunity for 
our Maury PTA. In the meantime, 
please support our current 
partners!  

Caitlin Rockwell – PTA 
President

Community Partners Provide Key Support
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Barnes and Noble 
Fundraiser: Stock up 

for a cause

Get ready for the holiday season 
by joining the Maury PTA on 
Saturday, Dec. 14th for our 
annual Barnes and Noble Book 
Fair at the Barnes and Noble in 
Potomac Yard from 9 a.m. to 11 
p.m. It will be a very festive 
event!

The Kindergarteners will sing at 
10:15am, and our own 
kindergarten teachers will read to 
the group between 10:30 and 
10:45 a.m. 

The third graders will sing at 
11:15, and first and fifth graders 
will have art on display.

Wondering what to buy? Maury’s  
fourth and fifth graders will offer 

book reviews and 
recommendations.

And Maury volunteers will offer 
free gift wrapping from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

Interested in volunteering? Go to 
http://www.timetosignup.com/
mauryptaec/signupsheet/21975

 As always, we can’t do this 
without you. We look forward to 
seeing you on the 14th!

Hector 

Hernandez of 

BB&T Mount 

Vernon Ave. 

Branch with 

Maury PTA 

President 

Caitlin 

Rockwell.
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Student Council Association: 
Young Maury Leaders

This year marks a first for Maury’s Student 
Council Association: The organization of Maury 
students will have a $500 earmark for programs 
they deem important to the school. 

So far, the association, led by President Anna 
Hill and Vice-President Claire Kenealy, is having an 
active year: They organized a Thanksgiving 
canned food drive which was very successful. 

Other officers include Secretary Madeline 
Glanz and Treasurer Joshua Lee-Clarke. Third 
through fifth graders also have special 
representatives in the association, which is guided 
by Ms. Houston and Ms. Baskin. 

Best of luck to the SCA in 2013 and 2014!

Editor: Jessica Wehrman. Contributors: Caitlin Rockwell, Jenny Mullins 
Candace Hill, Sue Setliff, Jennifer Kenealy, Mary Lutz, Brittany Fraser, 

Missy Estabrook 

Fall Festival: Outdoor Fun at Maury

The Mariner 

The Maury Fall Festival, led this year by Melissa Feld and Natasha Andersen, was a fabulous success, with 
great weather, a lucrative bake sale, and moon bounces, face painting and a climbing wall to keep the kids 
entertained. Many thanks to all of those who volunteered to make this event a success. At left, third grader 
Lily Seestedt, camouflaged behind face paint, hams it up with third grader Nora Mughloo. Middle, brave 
kindergartner Taylor Rivers gets ready for the climbing wall while fourth grader KyJai Banks-Ross waits for 
his turn. Far right, fifth grader Shalon Anwar braves the climbing wall.  

Painting Maury 
Pink

The Maury PTA once 
again held a breast 
cancer awareness 
event in October, 
decorating the school 
in pink to raise 
awareness and 
allowing kids to wear 
pink to school. This 
year, kids were also 
allowed to raise 
awareness about 
childhood cancer by 
wearing blue and gold.
Thanks to all those 
who helped us raise 
awareness.



Alexandria Book 
Shelf aims to put 
books in homes

The Alexandria Book Shelf 
aims to put books in 
homes throughout the 
community through a 
unique book-sharing 
program, and desperately 
needs books to distribute 
this holiday season.

Here’s how it works: 
Students donate gently-
used books for everyone 
from babies through fifth 
graders. Alexandria Book 
Shelf volunteers mark 
them – just look for the 
sticker on the cover – and 
they can go home with 
students, at no cost at all. 
They can keep them for as 
long as they like, or read 
them and donate them 
again.

We’re always looking for 
books. You can donate 
them in the Maury library, 
or drop books at 23 W. 
Myrtle St. on the front 
porch.
Students can grab an 
Alexandria Book Shelf 
book in the Maury library 
– there’s a shelf devoted 
to these books – or in 
Campagna. They are 
available at elementary 
schools throughout 
Alexandria.

This year, Girls on the Run 
is helping to coordinate a 
book donation effort 
aimed at putting 3,000 
books in Alexandria homes 
this holiday season.

The program is always 
looking for volunteers who 
can help put stickers on 
books, collect books, or 
create a library.
 

2013-2014 PTA OFFICERS

President: Caitlin Rockwell
President-Elect: Brittany Fraser
Treasurer: Mark Williams

Secretary: Phuong Yokitis

Vice-President of Fundraising: Missy Estabrook
Vice-President of Programing: Laurence Smallman
Vice-President of Communications: Jessica Wehrman

Girls on the Run is back!
Twenty-three girls 
participated in the 
popular Girls on the 
Run program, 
including 
participating in a 5K 
foot race Nov. 22. 
At right, fifth-
graders Claire 
Kenealy, Chapin 
Rockwell and 
Anna Hill are all 
smiles.
Below right, an 
assortment of third, 
fourth and fifth 
graders psych 
themselves up for 
the race along with 
teachers who came 
to be “buddy 
runners” for the 
girls. Thanks to 
Brittany Fraser, 
Candace Hill, Sue 
Setliff and Jen 
Kenealy for 
coaching. 

Mariners rock it at Marine Corps Fun Run

2012-2013 PTA officers: President Caitlin Rockwell, President-Elect Brittany Fraser, Secretary Phuong Yokitis, 
Treasurer Drew Deering, Vice-President of Programs Pam Townsend, Vice-President of Fundraising Missy Estabrook, 

Vice President of Communications Jessica Wehrman

More than 90 
Mariners - 
kindergarteners 
through fifth 
grade - 
participated in the 
2013 Marine 
Corps Marathon  
Fun Run. The 
group was our 
largest group yet. 

Many thanks to 
Candace Hill and 
the rest of the 
health and 
wellness team for 
spearheading this 
effort!  

Left, Fourth graders Lily Eckert, Lily Shanor and second grader Clara 

Shanor pose at the Marine Corps Fun Run. 



The PTA had its first uniform 
swap at a K-Prep parents 
coffee. 

WINTER CALENDAR

DECEMBER

6 Professional Day – No School

9 Reflections Ceremony, 6:30 
p.m.

9 PTA Meeting, 7 p.m.

10 GW Middle School Open 
House, 9-10 a.m., 7:30 p.m.

14 Barnes and Noble Book Fair 
(15-19 Online Sales)

18  Winter Concert (1:15 p.m. 
for Maury students and 6:30 
p.m. for Maury families)

23-31  Winter Break

JANUARY

1 Winter Break

13  PTA Meeting, 7 p.m.

16 Maury Museum

20  MLK Day – No School

28 Faculty/Group Picture Day/
Splendid Portraits

30 End of Second Quarter

31 Teacher Work Day or 
Snow Day #2 – No School

FEBRUARY

10 PTA Meeting, 7 p.m.

12 100th Day Celebration

12-14 Student Led 
Conferences  (Early Dismissal 
12:35pm)

17 Presidents Day – No School

21 Fluency Festival

All Farm to Table
The first grade had a 
successful of harvest 
sweet potatoes from the 
garden beds where they 
had planted slips last 
spring as kindergarteners. 
These yummy root 
veggies were washed, 
chopped, tossed in olive 
oil and baked on sheets 
by our cafeteria staff. Our 
garden team volunteers 
served a portion to each 
student and many kept 
coming back for more.  At 
right, kindergartner Nicholas Knox enjoys his sweet potatoes. Students 
learned about soil, growing, harvest and taste. Vegetables in the store can be 
weeks from their harvest. Ours were one day away so we enjoyed fresh tasting, 
a deep orange color and delicious with no sugar added. Thanks to Ms. Sparrow, 
Sue Setliff, Jennifer Sorrells and other parents who made this happen.

Many thanks as well to Acadia Center for Sustainable Food & Agriculture for 
their attendance at Fall Festival.  The kids enjoyed making seed bombs and the 
5th Grade is making plans for a field trip to Acadia. 

Victory 
Lap for 
Play Yard

More than 20 
families helped 
to paint the 
new track and 
games on the 
long suffering 
blacktop.  

The Maury 
Schoolyard 
Initiative 
coordinated 
volunteers to 
make the 
space more 
inviting and 
encouraging 
for movement 
and 
cooperative 
play. Money 
from the 
RunningBrooke 

Foundation 
helped make 
these plans a 
reality.  

Thanks to our 
neighbor Bill 
Thornton and 
his shop 
Potomac Paint 
in the Bradlee 
Center for his 
guidance, 
delivery and 
special pricing. 

It took a 
village but the 
new school 
yard was all 
spruced up in 
time for the 
Fall Festival.



Reflections: Maury Students Celebrate Art
Our Reflections night in October 
was a success, thanks as always 
to the wonderful Jenny Mullins 
and Luisa Tio.

And the winners are....
Visual Arts - Primary Category
1st Claudia Cutting
2nd Mariel Carr
3rd Sara Clare Enochs
Honorable Mention
Thomas Howell
Sally Cox
Georgia Davis-Wallace
Genevieve Watkins
Ander Murguia
Mateo Murguia
Elly Wallace

Visual Arts - Intermediate 
Category
1st Mia Humphrey
2nd Mia Medearis
3rd Ella Kahl
Honorable Mention
Emma Crane

Lillian B. Boyd
Caleb Offutt
Lily Van Goethem
William Fowler
Riley Burrow
Kianna Durocher

Film Production - Intermediate 
Category
Alexander Reisig

Music Composition - Primary 
Category
First Place - Georgia Davis-
Wallace

Literature - Intermediate 
Category
1st Place - Lily Eckert
2nd Place - Helen Cooper

Photography - Primary Category
1st Place - Elly Wallace
2nd Place - Pierce Reisig
3rd Place - Pierce Reisig
Honorable Mention - Pierce Reisig

Photography - Intermediate 
Category
1st Place - Leo Wallace
2nd Place - Tori Medearis

We’ll honor our artists before the 
the PTA meeting on Dec. 9. At 
this meeting, we’ll recognize all 
Maury students that participated 
in the 2013-2014 National PTA 
Reflections contest, "Believe, 
Dream, Inspire.”

Come to see all of the art work, 
and enjoy some light 
refreshments while you’re there. 
The ceremony will be from 6:30 
to 7 p.m., just prior to the PTA 
meeting.

Congratulations to all of our 
artists! 

Spring Gala season will soon be upon us and plans 
are already well underway for this year's big 5th 
anniversary event - The Maury Regatta - on March 
29th at the Durant Center. As always, this promises 
to be one of the more fun and more lucrative events 
of the PTA fundraising year. 

We have an amazing number of returning volunteers 
from last year, but we still need YOUR help! 

While we had our kickoff meeting Dec. 3, we’re 
always interested in volunteers for everything from 

donations to brochures to invitations, food and 
beverage and logistics.

Mark your calendars now for our 5th anniversary gala 
- this is a can’t miss event. 

Any questions? Contact your cruise directors Missy 
Estabrook at missysantoro@yahoo.com or Emily 
Schell Jones at emilyschell@aol.com. 

We can't wait to sail away with you in support of the 
Maury PTA!

Spring Gala Update: Get Ready to Sail Away with Maury

Left, second grader Elly Wallace hard at work. Middle, Art Teacher extraordinaire Luisa Tio and first grader Thomas Howell show off his masterpiece. Right, 
first-grader Charlotte Keeler concentrates on her work. 
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